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Sonnet19:WhenIconsiderhowmylightisspent

JOHNMILTON

WhenIconsiderhowmylightisspent,

Erehalfmydays,inthisdarkworldandwide,

AndthatoneTalentwhichisdeathtohide

Lodgedwithmeuseless,thoughmySoulmorebent

ToservetherewithmyMaker,andpresent

Mytrueaccount,lesthereturningchide;

“DothGodexactday-labour,lightdenied?”

Ifondlyask.Butpatience,toprevent

Thatmurmur,soonreplies,“Goddothnotneed

Eitherman’sworkorhisowngifts;whobest

Bearhismildyoke,theyservehim best.Hisstate

IsKingly.Thousandsathisbiddingspeed

Andposto’erLandandOceanwithoutrest:

Theyalsoservewhoonlystandandwait.”

[Source:https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/44750/sonnet-19-when-i-consider-how-my-

light-is-spent]



Aboutthepoet:

JohnMiltonwasborninLondononDecember9,1608,intoamiddle-classfamily.Hewas

educatedatSt.Paul'sSchool,thenatChrist'sCollege,Cambridge,wherehebegantowrite

poetryinLatin,Italian,andEnglish,andpreparedtoentertheclergy.

Hisextensivereadingincludedbothclassicalandmodernworksofreligion,science,philosophy,

history,politics,andliterature.Inaddition,MiltonwasproficientinLatin,Greek,Hebrew,French,

Spanish,andItalian,andobtainedafamiliaritywithOldEnglishandDutchaswell.

Duringhisperiodofprivatestudy,Miltoncomposedanumberofpoems,including"Onthe

MorningofChrist'sNativity,""OnShakespeare,""L'Allegro,""IlPenseroso,"andthepastoralelegy

"Lycidas."InMayof1638,Miltonbegana13-monthtourofFranceandItaly,duringwhichhe

metmanyimportantintellectualsandinfluentialpeople,includingtheastronomerGalileo,who

appearsinMilton'stractagainstcensorship,"Areopagitica."

AftertheRestorationofCharlesIItothethronein1660,Miltonwasarrestedasadefenderof

theCommonwealth,fined,andsoonreleased.Helivedtherestofhislifeinseclusioninthe

country,completingtheblank-verseepicpoem ParadiseLostin1667,aswellasitssequel

ParadiseRegainedandthetragedySamsonAgonistesbothin1671.Miltonoversawtheprinting

ofasecondeditionofParadiseLostin1674,whichincludedanexplanationof"whythepoem

rhymesnot,"clarifyinghisuseofblankverse,alongwithintroductorynotesbyMarvell.Hedied

shortlyafterwards,onNovember8,1674,inBuckinghamshire,England.

ParadiseLost,whichchroniclesSatan'stemptationofAdam andEveandtheirexpulsionfrom

Eden,iswidelyregardedashismasterpieceandoneofthegreatestepicpoemsinworld

literature.Sinceitsfirstpublication,theworkhascontinuallyeliciteddebateregardingits

theologicalthemes,politicalcommentary,anditsdepictionofthefallenangelSatanwhois

oftenviewedastheprotagonistofthework.

Genre:

Milton's"OnHisBlindness"issonnetthatfollowsthePetrarchansonnetstyle.Thesonnetis

dividedintooctaveandsestate.Thesonnet'srhymeschemeisabbaabbacdecde.

CentralThemeoftheSonnet:

Thesonnet"OnHisBlindness"depictsthepoet'ssorrowandgriefoverthelossofhiseyesight

andultimately,intheend,hissubmissiontoGod’sWill.Thesonnetrevolvesaroundtheideaof

faithinGod,frustration,acceptance,patience,God’somnipotence,God’somnipresence.

Accordingtothepoetattheendweallhavetoacceptwhatevergoodorbadhappenstoourlife.



WearethecreationsofGodandGodcomestoourhelpwhenweseriouslyneedhim,forthatwe

havetoholdourpatience.Butfinallywahteverhappensbeitgoodorbad,wehavetoacceptit,

consideringthistobetheGod'swill.Finally,completesubmissiontothewillofGodiswhatone

needstopracticeasthegreatestservicetothealmighty.

Synopsis:

"OnHisBlindness"referstothestrugglesJohnMiltonhadafterhelosthissight.JohnMilton's

eyesightbegantofailin1644.By1652,hewastotallyblind.Amanwithout"light",means

eyesighthenowresidesaworldthatisfullofdarnkess.Helosthiseyesightevenbeforehislife

washalfwayover('ere'means'before').Afterlosinghiseyesighthefeelsthatthe'talent'hehas

got,thatishisabilitytoreadandcompose,isofnousenow.Hissharpintellegencethatsets

him apartfrom therestofthepeopleisnow'useless'tohim.Inspiteoflosingthegiftof

eyesighthedoesnotlosethewilltousehisskill(readingandwritingskill)inserviceofhis

'Maker',God.ThepoetwishestoserveGodbutheisnotsurewhetherGodwillentertainany

workasakindofpaymentfrom thepeoplewhohavelosttheireyesight,hencehedecidesto

'fondlyask'.HewasabouttoaskthisquestiontoGod,butatthattimehis'patience'stepsinto

stophim from askingthisfoolishquestion.PatiencepointsoutthatGodiscompleteinhimself

andhedoesnotneedanythingoranyone.Goddoesnotneed"man'swork"orman'sserviceof

anykind.Heisthealmighty,thesupreme.Godislike'King'inpossessionofultimatedresources.

TheonlymeansofservingGodisacceptance.Acceptingwhatevergoodorbadorsufferingand

misfortunecomesinthewayoflife.Thepoetconcludesthatevenifheisblindandunabletodo

anyservicetoHim,heshouldonlyremainloyaltoHim andshouldkeeponacceptingallthe

mentalandphysicalsufferingthatGodmayinfictuponhim.Itmustberememberedthateven

silentattendanceisalsoakindofservicetoHim.Hisonlyhopeishisfaithinthemercy,

kindnessandjusticeofGod.Thepoetisfullofgriefafterlosinghiseyesightbutheendureshis

sufferingwithfortitude.Inthissonnet,Miltonusesthepowerofpatiencetorescuehuman

beingsfrom variousgrief,disappoinmentanddespairthattheycomeacrossinthecourseoflife.

Miltoninthissonnettriestoresolveanageolddilemma,thatdoesGodneedstheserviceof

mankind?Theansweristhatthosewhoresignthemselvesunquestioninglytothewilland

wishesofGodarehisbestservants.
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