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o Eirst Wonld Wanr.

1914-18 was not the result of
incident. The stage for
¥4 been set during the last years of the ineteenth
,r‘ the first few years of the twentieth. .

£+ was the result of theyself-centred and militant
nﬁfbﬂalism- among the European  states durmfg_ tEe
last years of the nineteenth and early years 0O the
entieth  centuries. There was a race for arrfng;}lent

K
¥

whind the apparent neutrality of the Powers. )
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‘There was also the large-scale production of the
sunitions ' of war by the capitalists. of - the - different

r

countries and if not for anything else, at least as a
business propos'cjon war was necessary for them.

. Above ll,  there was. a

X

among the Powers. In Germany the spirit of natipnz}li'sm
and racial ‘pride grew in an alarming proportion and

became  a--menace .to the European péacg,) ‘With

Germany

was on the point of threatening the European balance

of power wunder the aggressive nationalism. of the’
German Kaiser William II. ) His' dreams of Welt Politik
(world politics), his navaland colonial ambitions and = =
- Triple

his policy in Turkey and Africa led 'to the formation

of the Triple Entente among England, Russia and France.

(Germany had earlier formed the Triple - Alliance

with- Italy and Austria, a. reply to ‘which was the’

formation of the Triple Entente by England, France

and Russia. Europe was thus divided into two opposite

military camps. The inevitable result was the greater
tegsion between England and German? TR N

5 tGerﬁlany was supported by the Austrian aggression
In the Balkan§ as she saw in it the possibility of her
Propriety of codstructing the Berlin-Bagdad railway,(f,or

the _purpose, of setting up a npaval base at the
Persian Gulf. | TEAL

165

nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn

great’ mutual suspicion

ulated German ambition to.such a pitch that S%‘?’"'
the .
removal of Bismarck from the helm of affairs in
, the. sobering -effect on the Germanscolonial ™ ¢ o,
and’ ‘international ambitions - was’ removed. ' \Germany = |

FIRST WORLD WAR AND AFTERMATH
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Russ-Austri-
an rivalry
in the
Balkan

French de-
termination
to recover
Alsace-
Lorraine

Immediate
cause ;
Serajevo
murder

Austrian
ultimatum
fo Serbia

Declaration
of War,
28th July,
1914

Russian de-
terminat ian
fo stand b y
Serbig—

German de-
termination
10 stand by
Austriag

Bombard.-
ment of
BE ! g rﬂde

Major
particj-
pants nf

!

f}llgssia would mobjlige
cvent of Ruseia’
help  Auston -Oszlla Sth :upport to  Serbia' she would

HISTORY OF EUROPE AND THE WORLD

Austria bad belligerent designs against Serbia yp;,
was a Slav Power. Russia being herself 2 Sl

Power would not tolerate extension of Augyyj,
influence in Serbia or in the Balkans.

Grance, although not very much willing for g,
waly was nevertheless anxious to get back her Rhenj
possessions of Alsace-Lorraine as also to redeem
prestige so seriously undermined by Bismarchj

When the international atmosphere was thy
surcharged with mutual suspicion and rivalry Archduk
Ferdinand of Austria, the nephew of the Austria
Emperor and the heir to the Austrian throne, wa
murdered by the Serbian ganarchists at Serajevo, the
capital of Bosnia. The incident served as a lighte
match-gtick in the tinder box to set the whole 0
Eurgpe nay, the world into a huge conflagration.

he Austrian Govern 1 igati

: ! ment after some investigation

g;i;:gdo;hew?tlﬁmfh to deliberate Serbian propaginda
( € support of his Serbi als

Austrian Government wi il o o

with the assured G
served an ultimatum ‘ 3. T0raBpor
_ _ to Serbia (July 23. 19
reply to the ultm:!atu!m was demandjéd :vithiij)'fogy;e-

1 her reply accepted most of
cted some, as being inconsiste t

factory and. Austria declared : nsatis-

remain indifferept to
on the movement of t ot % that

~against Serbja,

' as ; ue X
cBelglum Y Ger Inaa:]SO the Violatiop 0?‘ nI;t ;n Obilisa-
atac]},sm Df hu y, .t')eg n Oone f II I'allty Of
dEC]al'ed man h.IStO X thﬁ: greatest
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out to her illes :

Germany _l:;s:::]r;::ﬂlcs. The Vcﬁrsalllcs Treaty injected iron into the soul of
as from the dizzy heights of a super power in the World she

rock-bottom of a third-rate power in Europe, Thus the

mood of silent anger of having be !
‘ he g been wronged at Versailles.
The abyss of national humilliation rankled the hearts of the Germans. The hatren)

?a:ﬂ surgct_:l In li'_je hearts of the Germans gave birth to a splendid machinery of

Ictatorship w_hlch moulded and channelised the resourecs of germany towards
the augmentation of the army. The ultimate aim was to wreak vengeance upon the
victors of 1919 inanother War.(Thus the Second world war 315 implictinthe First

and Nazism was but a reaction to the Treaty of Versailles. *

; (2)‘Annlhcr cause of the War was Japanese imperialism. The ambitions of
Japan inceased during the World War I. Although both Japan and China had
fought on the side of the Allics during the World War 1, Japan was allowed to
have many concessions after the War at the expenses of China. Not only
VOPcking but also Nanking fell before the Japanese forces. When the World War
[I broke out in 1939, the Sion-Japanesc War was still in progress: Japan
entered the War in 1941 when she attacked the Pear! Harbour. However, she
had alrcady joined the Berlin-Rome-Tokyo Axis. The _‘Pan'-Japanasc programme
of cxpansion and conquest was bound to result in war and Peace was
impossible in such circumstances. oot 5 1 _ _

(3) Another caus¢ of thc War was the cstabllshmen't of dictatorships in
Europe. Reference has already been made to th? ,estal:.)hshmcnt of the Nazi
dictatorship in Germany under Hitler. Although‘ Hitler tnetfl _ta assure the world

I ¢ peace But he could not conceal his real ambitions for long)/ ery
that h'fi‘r1 :f::;;ke d upon a carecr of aggression and ultimately drove the World
soon,

War. e ey ; o
on GzPaths of Wa flict of ideologics between dictatorship on the one
(

Iso a con i
T;j:n:isr:cy on the other. Countries like Germany, Ttaly and Japan
n

d one kind of :jeology and Great Britain, France and the USA
c -

lized by the statesmén of Europ'e that m_ilitarism was onc of the
he World war L. It was with that idea in their minds that

important causcs '[_’f : as established with the primary object of maintaining

the Leaguc of N .nino the causes of tension)
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(6) Unfortunately, when hostility was .
hereywas no effective international organization W

growing between the two camps
hich could bring the leaders
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of the two camps on a common platform and bring about a recnnciliati:ﬂn
between the two. The League of Nations was practically dead. It ceased to exist
as an- effective force after her failure on the question ot: Manchuria a:::l
Abyssinia. Both big and small states lost their confidence in that international
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* Involvement of Soviet Russia, Japan,
Poland. I spite of the stify rcSiStzzrrendcr resulted in the German invasion of
crushed. When the Germans we o e pOI?S’ they WeIE datinte: and
| " iﬂvadcd'thc i o, ;e smashing the Polish resistance. the Russian
Poland was divided b ry from the East. The result was that after its conquest,
] ctween Germany and Russia,
:h; ;0111‘81:3 of tPe War in Russia can only be outlined. The Russians fell
‘ nder the weight of the German onslaught, but they offered stubborn
I‘ESI?tance, and very heavy losses were sustained by both sides. Much Russian
territory was occupied by the enemy, but supplies of guns, tanks, aeroplanes, .
and other equipment were sent to Russia by the Great Britain and United Statcs.
In the Autumn of 1941 the Germans hoped to reach Leningrad in the north
:Mascouf in the centre, and Sebastopol in the south ; they failed to capture
any of them. The Russians recovered some ground during the Winter of 1941-
42, but in the Spring and Summer of 1942 German pressure increased, especialljr
in the south. The Ukraine was overrun ; the Crimea was conquered and
Sebastopol was taken ; and the enemy advanced to the Volga and towards
the Caucasus. Stalingrad was besieged, but in the second Winter of thc War
with Russia the tide turned. Russian power revived, and the German army which
was invasting Stalingrad was itself surrounded and fnrch to surrender..Gennan
armies in the Causasus were rolled back, and the Crimea and Ukraine were
Germans were ultimately expelled from the country, which,
ircly freed from them until nearly the end of the War.
olf in the conquest of China and had kept aloof from
as all the time making preparations for an attack on
the Pacific. A Japanesc mission visited Washington

. scttle amicably the outstanding problems between the two
with a vlc;jht_? the n‘cgotiatiOHS were still going on, the Japanese launched an -
countries. Whlc

“ k was without any
0 December, 1941 The attac |
attack on Pourl 10 - & the people of the USA who decided to
. and was resente

W " The USA declared War on Japan and
an had launched thc attack after making

the Japanese offensive could not be

Js were captured by Japan. The English

The Philippii€ o hands. Malaya fell and Burma was also
. ‘ - 1 Ml WAaS PﬂdﬂﬂEEI’Cd.
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recovered. The
however, was not ent
'Japan had busied hers

the War. However, she W
American possessions 1n
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