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oSItivism
A philosophy developed in Europe.

An epistemological doctrine that the
true knowledge is only about the fact.
The fact or the factual i1s an object that
can be observed empirically with our
senses. The term ‘positive’ doesn’t
mean normatively, but descriptively. It
means ‘the factual’.




» Comes from the French word
"positivisme"”, which is derived from
the root word positif, and denotes that
something Is arbitrarily imposed on the
mind by sensory experience.

> It came to be associated with the
scientific method.




August Comte
» The proponent of positivism.

» He suggested that theology
and metaphysics are flawed.

» According to Comte the
history of mankind develops
In three stages:

1. Theological Stage
2. Metaphysical Stage
3. Positivist Stage



heological Stage

Man searched the causes of natural
phenomena behind the empirical world
and found the superhuman forces like
idols (fetishism), gods (polytheism)
and God (monotheism).

There was a progress of knowledge
from the knowledge of impersonal
forces to personal God.

The social organization was
absolutism.

But this stage can be compared with

the infantile stage of human person.




etaphysical Stage

In this stage the natural forces were not
Imagined as superhuman forces. They
were grasped with abstract concepts like
‘cause’, ‘ether’, ‘being’, ‘substance’ etc.
There was no more God in this stage,
because God was conceptualized as an
abstract entity.

The social organization was laws
oriented soclety

This stage I1s comparable with the

stage of adolescence of human
person.




ositivist Stage

Man explains the natural phenomena
factually, 1.e. he doesn’t try to explain
them  through  theological or
metaphysical causes. So, the fall of an
apple i1s not cause by God or by the
‘primal cause’, but by ‘gravitation’.
We can observe neither God nor
primal cause. They are not facts. Only
fact Is observable.

The social organization is industrial

soclety.




Positivism asserts that all authentic knowledge allows
verification and that all authentic knowledge assumes that
the only valid knowledge is scientific.Thinkers such as Henri
de Samt_-Simon Plerre-SImon I.aplace and Auguste Comte%;




Logical positivism a descendant of Comite's basic
thesis but an mdependent movement—sprang up m







In historiography the debate on positivism
has been characterized by the quarrel
bctween posltmsm and lust




