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Summary:

InapartofEnglishhighsocietywheregossiprunsrampant,atangleoflovehasformed.Lady

Sneerwellisinlovewithayoung,rebelliousmannamedCharlesSurface.However,Charlesisin

lovewithMaria,asishisbrotherJoseph.MariaisinlovewithCharles,butLadySneerwelland

JosephplottoruinthisrelationshipthroughrumorsofunfaithfulnessonCharles'part.Atthe

sametime,anoldermannamedSirPeterTeazlehastakenayoungwifefrom thecountry,now

calledLadyTeazle;afteronlyafewmonthsofmarriagetheynowbickerconstantlyabout

money,drivingLadyTeazletocontemplateanaffairwithJosephSurface.

TheplotthickenswhenSirOliverSurface,therichuncleofJosephandCharles,returnstotown

from abroad.HeschemestotesttherumorshehasheardofJosephbeingthewell-bredand

deservingbrotherandCharleshavingfallenintoruin;todoso,hegoestoeachofthem in

disguise.HedisguiseshimselfasamoneylendernamedMr.Premium toinvestigateCharles's

spendinghabits,andisinfuriatedwhenheseesCharleslivinglavishlywhiledrivingthefamily

farintodebt.Charlesproposestosellhim allhehasleft,thecollectionoffamilyportraits,

angeringhisuncleevenmore;howeverheforgiveshim whenCharlesrefusestosellthepainting

ofhisuncle.

Thetangleofloveandrumorsbecomesclearwhen,whileLadyTeazleisvisitingJoseph

Surface,herhusbandcomestocall.LadyTeazlehidesbehindascreenandlistenstotheir

conversation.Then,CharlesSurfacecomestocallonhisbrotheraswell;SirTeazle,hopingto

seewhetherCharlesishavinganaffairwithhiswifeashasbeenrumored,alsotriestohide

behindthescreen.HeseeswhathethinksissimplyayoungwomanJosephhasbeentryingto

hide.SirTeazlehidesintheclosetinstead,butwhenCharlesstartstotalkaboutJoseph's

relationshipwithLadyTeazle,JosephrevealsthatSirTeazleishidinginthecloset,andCharles

pullshim out.WhenJosephgoesoutoftheroom momentarily,SirTeazletellsCharlesabout

theyoungwomanhethinksishidingbehindthescreen,andtheypullitdowntorevealhiswife.

SirOlivervisitsJosephdressedasoneoftheirpoorrelationslookingformoney.SirOliveris

disappointedtofindthatJosephisonlykindonthesurface,butwillnotdoanythingmaterialto

helphisrelative.



TheplayendswithSirOliverrevealinghisplotandhisfindingstoCharlesandJoseph.Everyone

realizesthatLadySneerwellandherservantSnakeorchestratedtherumoraboutCharlesand

LadyTeazle.

TheSchoolforScandalCharacterList:

JosephSurface

JosephisCharles’brother,cunningandambitious.HewantstomarryMariabecauseofher

money,andheplotswithLadySneerwelltomakethishappen.Heispromiscuousand

propositionsLadyTeazletohaveanaffair.Helovesmoneyandherefusestohelphispoor

relative,Stanley(reallySirOliverindisguise),tellinghim thathehasnomoney,eventhoughthis

innottrue.

CharlesSurface

CharlesisoneofSirOliver’snephews,madlyinlovewithMaria.Heisayoungmanwholikesto

spendmoney;hehasakindheartandisopenabouthisflaws.Heisgratefulforthehelphis

uncleprovidesandrefusestosellhisportraitoutofrespectevenwhenMr.Premium (reallySir

Oliverindisguise)offerstopayafortuneforit.Becauseofthis,Charlesisconsideredtobethe

worthynephew.

SirOliverSurface

SirOliverisCharlesandJoseph’srichuncle,whohasbeenintheEastIndiesforalongtime.He

senthisnephewsmoneywhilehewasaway;oncehereturns,hewantstofindoutmoreabout

theirtruecharacterinordertodeterminewhoisworthytogethisinheritance.Todothis,he

assumestheidentitiesofMr.Premium andStanleytotestthem.Heiskindandvigilant,not

believingeverythinghehearsaboutCharlesandJoseph.

SirPeter(Pete)Teazle

SirPeteisanoldgentlemen,veryrich,whomarriesayounggirl.HetakesJoseph’ssideand

tellsSirOliveraboutCharles’behavior.Hewantstoseparatefrom hiswifebecausehethinks

thatshespendstoomuchmoney;intheseparation,heiswillingtoletheralargesum ofmoney



asaform ofcompensation.Ultimately,however,hedecidesagainstbreakingupwithhiswife,

andtriestoreconcilewithher.

LadyTeazle

SheisSirPete’syoungwife,describedasverybeautifulbutvain,withapassionforhaving

fashionableclothes.SheandherhusbandhavetheirlittleargumentsandLadyTeazlethinks

abouthavinganaffairwithJoseph;however,shedecidesagainstitwhenshehearsher

husbandtalkingaboutthemoneyheintendstoleaveher.

Maria

Mariaisayounggirl,oneoftheonlycharacterswhodoesn’tliketogossip.Shecanbeviewed

asasymbolforwhatispureandgood.ShelovesCharles,butJosephtriestobreakthem up;he

almostsucceedswhenrumorsarespreadaboutanaffairbetweenLadySneerwellandCharles.

LadySneerwell

LadySneerwellisawidow,awealthywomanwholikesCharlesandwhoiswillingtodoanything

tobreakupCharlesandMaria.ShefindsanallyinJoseph,andtogethertheystarttoscheme.

Sheisknownforhertendencytospreadrumors;becauseofthis,sheisverypopularinher

socialcircle.

Mrs.Candour

SheisoneofLadySneerwell’sfriendswhoalsolikestospreadrumors.Sheisahypocrite

becausesheaffirmsthatspreadingrumorsisbad,eventhoughshedoesthistoo.

Snake

SheisLadySneerwell’sservantwhohelpsherbyspreadingherrumors.

Moses

HeisoneofCharles’moneylenders,whohelpsSirOlivergetintouchwithhisnephew.



TheSchoolforScandalImportantQuotesandAnalysis:

“Tale-bearersareasbadasthetale-makers.”

Mrs.Candour,p.28

Inthisquote,Mrs.Candourraisesoneofthecentralquestionsoftheplay.Arethosewho

spreadrumorsandscandal,asshesays,asbadasthosewhocreatethem purposefullytoharm

thereputationsofothers?WhileSheridanseemstobelieveso,thatMrs.Candoursuggeststhis

isironicandhypocriticalsincesheisoneofthemajorspreadersofgossipintheplay.

“Topity,withoutthepowertorelieve,isstillmorepainfulthantoaskandbedenied.”

Joseph,p.192

Throughouttheplay,theaudiencehasbeenledthroughtheconversationsofmanycharacters

tobelievethatJosephisthemoremoralandworthyofthetwoSurfacebrothers.However,in

ActVSceneI,JosephrefusestogiveanymoneytoSirOliver,whohasdisguisedhimselfas

Joseph'spoorrelative,Mr.Stanley.Inthisquote,Josepheventriestospinthesituationasifitis

moredifficultforhim,whosupposedlyfeelsdeeppityforMr.Stanleybutsimplydoesnothave

moneytogive,afactwhichSirOliverknowsisnottrue.

"WoundedmyselfintheearlypartofmylifebytheenvenomedtongueofslanderIconfessI

havesinceknownnopleasureequaltothereducingotherstothelevelofmyowninjured

reputation"

LadySneerwell,p.15

InActISceneI,LadySneerwelldirectlytellsSnakeandtheaudienceaboutwhysheiswilling

andeagertospreadrumorssheknowscouldruinothers'reputations.Thiskindofhonesty,

especiallysoearlyintheplay,issurprisingbecauseofhowguardedanddeceitfultheplay's

charactersgenerallyareinthepublicsphere.Thisquoteandthesurroundingscenesetupone

ofthemajorconflictsoftheplay:therumorthatCharlesandLadyTeazlearehavinganaffair,

whichcausesbothSirPeterandMariatodoubttheirlovers.



"Ifyouwantedauthorityovermeyoushouldhaveadoptedmeandnotmarriedme"

LadyTeazle,p.47

ThisquoteisrepresentativeoftheongoingargumentsthatplagueLadyTeazleandSirPeter's

marriage,butitalsoalludestothethemeofgenderandtheroleoffemalesintheplay.Seethe

discussioninthe"Themes"sectionformoreonthethemeofgenderandthisquotes'relationto

it.

"Thereisnotrustingtoappearances"

LadySneerwell,p.199

Inthisquote,theword"appearances"alludestoanumberofdifferentthemesandeventsinthe

play.First,physicalappearanceitselfisofhighimportancesincelookingyouthfuland

fashionablewasimportanttomaintainingone'ssocialstatus.Inthisandotherscenesinthe

play,smallgroupsofpeoplegossipruthlesslyaboutpeople'sappearances,andespeciallytheir

useofmakeup,whichiscriticizedifitistooheavyorimproperlydone,sincethisrevealsone's

failurestoappearbeautiful,youthful,andinfashion.Second,thisquoteremindstheaudienceof

thethemeofdisguisesintheplay.ThisisseenbothliterallythroughSirOliver'svisitstohis

nephewsintwodifferentdisguises,andfigurativelyinthesocialactofdisguisingone'sflaws,

asJosephdoesbypretendingtobemoralandcaringbutactuallybeingselfishandgreedy.

"ASchoolforScandal!tellme,Ibeseechyou,

Needsthereaschoolthismodisharttoteachyou?

Noneedoflessonsnow,theknowingthink;

Wemightaswellbetaughttoeatanddrink."

Prologuenarrator,p.11

Thisquotebeginstheprologuetotheplay,givenafterthe"portrait"(p.5)butbeforetheplay

trulybeginswithActISceneI.Inthisprologue,themesofgossipandgender,amongothers,are

foreshadowedanddiscussedironically.Specifically,thisquoteaskstheaudiencewhether

anyoneactuallyneedstobetaughthowtospreadscandalsinsocietyatthattime,sinceit

seemedtocomeasnaturallytopeopleaseatinganddrinking.



"Iftheyweretoconsiderthesportingwithreputationofasmuchimportanceaspoachingon

manors,andpassanactforthepreservationoffame,Ibelievemanywouldthankthem forthe

bill."

SirPeter,p.67-8

Thepoliticalnatureoftheplay'smoralsbecomesclearinSirPeter'sdiscussionofabillforthe

preservationoffame.ThoughSheridan'splayishumorousandentertaining,atitsheartitisa

satire,whichmeansSheridansoughtsocialawarenessandchange.Specifically,hesoughtto

shedlightonthedevastatingeffectsofgossipandscandalonindividualsandsocietyatlarge,

andsuggestedthroughthecharacterofSirPeterthatthereshouldbeharsherlawstopunish

rumor-spreadersandtoprotectthosewhosereputationsmightbethreatened.

"There’snopossibilityofbeingwittywithoutalittleill-nature:themaliceofagoodthingisthe

barbthatmakesitstick."

LadySneerwell,p.24

Anothermajorquestiontheplayraisesiswhethersmart,funnypeoplecouldhavean

entertainingconversationwithoutjudgingandgossipingrudelyaboutothers.WhileSirPeterand

Mariasuggestthatthiscouldandshouldbethecase,manyothercharactersseem tobelieve

thatbeingmeanissimplypartofnormalconversation,especiallyiftheconversationismeantto

behumorous.Theydonotcareaboutthenegativeeffectsoftheirspeechonthosepresentor

onthosewhom theydiscuss.

"I’llnotdebatehowfarscandalmaybeallowable;butinaman,Iam sure,itisalways

contemptible.Wehavepride,envy,rivalship,andathousandmotivestodepreciateeachother;

butthemaleslanderermusthavethecowardiceofawomanbeforehecantraduceone."

Maria,p.24

Maria'scharacterisasymbolofmoralpurityintheplay.Evenwhensheisinalargegroupof

peopleallgossipingaboutsomeone,sherefusestoengagewiththem andoftenspeaksup

againstwhatishappening.Inthisquote,sheshamestheothercharactersfortheirrumor-

spreadingandunderscorestheinterplayofthethemesofgossipandgender.Sheseemsto

suggestthatwomenaremorepronetogossip,thoughSheridanalso,perhapspointedly,shows

thatmanyofthecharacterswhocreateandhelptospreadrumorsintheplayaremale.



"Ihavegotaroom fullofancestorsabove:andifyouhaveatasteforoldpaintings,egad,you

shallhave‘em abargain!"

Charles,p.124

TheportraitsofCharles'sancestorsareasymbolofhisapparentdisregardforfamilyinpursuit

ofmoney.ThisisamajoreventintheplaysinceSirOliverneedstodecidewhichofhisnephews

areworthyofinheritinghisfortuneandmanycharactershavearguedthroughoutthefirstthree

actsoftheplayaboutwhetherCharlesisactuallydevoidofmorals.SirOliverpromiseshimself

thathewillneverforgiveCharlesaftertheyoungmanagreestosellhisfamily'sportraits,

therebysymbolicallygivingupthefamily'sproudlineage,especiallyfor"abargain"(p.124),but

hesoonforgiveshisnephewwhenherefusestoselltheportraitofSirOliverforanyprice.

TheSchoolforScandalThemes:

Gossip

GossipisperhapsthemostcentralthemeofTheSchoolforScandal.Gossip,orrumors,maybe

trueormaybefalse;ingeneral,however,gossipisspreadbybothunofficialchannels(word-of-

mouth)andofficialchannels(newspapers).Sinceword-of-mouthspreadsfaster,gossipis

mostlyspreadintheplaythroughthatchannel,butitisclearfrom discussionsbetween

charactersthatthespreadingofrumorsthroughnewspapershasaparticularwayofspreading

informationfarandmakingitseem credible.ThemainrumorspreadintheplayisthatCharles

andLadyTeazlearehavinganaffair(spreadpurposefullybyLadySneerwell,Joseph,and

Snake),butotherrumorsariseandcirculateaswell,suchasCharles'sdebt,JosephandLady

Teazle'saffair,andSirPeterbeingwoundedinaduel.

Marriage

Marriageisanotherkeythemeoftheplay.Thisthemeismostlyexploredthroughthetroubled

marriageofSirPeterandLadyTeazle.SirPeterandLadyTeazlearedifferentages,comefrom

differentbackgrounds,andseem tohavedifferentopinionsabouthowpeopleintheupperclass

shouldact;LadyTeazlebelievessheneedstokeepherselfintegratedbyspendingmoneyto

stayinfashionandtakingpartingossipingandjudging.SirPeter,ontheotherhand,would

rathertheylivemoresimplyandmorally,andseemstonothaveexpectedthisbehaviorfrom his

wife.Thissayssomethingaboutthewaytheirrelationshipprogressedandthewaythat



husbandsandwivesgenerallybehavedwithoneanotherinSheridan'stime.Thoughthecouple

attemptstobefriendlyattimes,thepressureLadyTeazlefeelsfrom society,especiallyasan

outsider,damagestheirmarriage.Interestingly,Sheridanalsodoesnotseem tobelievethatan

affairnecessarilymeanstheendofarelationship:whiletheconstantarguinginthefirsthalfof

theplaydoesforcethecoupletocontemplateseparationandperhapsdrivesLadyTeazleto

pursuetheaffair,SirPeterfindingoutaboutthisactuallygiveshim hopeandconfidencethathis

relationshipwithhiswifemaystrengthenfrom herremorse.

Gender

GenderisanimportantthemeinTheSchoolforScandal,especiallyasitinteractswithother

themesoftheplaysuchasgossip,marriage,andfamily.Womeninupper-class,18th-century

Englandweregenerallyviewedaslessthanmen,andweretreatedasobjects.Inthisplay,they

playtwomainroles:daughtersandloveinterests.LadyTeazleevencommentsdirectlyonthese

twooptionsopenforwomen,andthedifferentpowerstructuresinthetwo:shetellsSirPeter,"if

youwantedauthorityoverme,youshouldhaveadoptedme,andnotmarriedme"(p.47).Infact,

SirPeterisshowntohavelittleauthorityovereitherhiswifeorhisadopteddaughter(orward)

Maria,whocontinuestolustafterCharlesandrefusetheloveofJoseph,despitehersubstitute

father'swishes.Genderisalsoimportanttothethemeofgossipbecausemuchofthegossip,

especiallythemoretrivialgossip,isfocusedonwomen.Forexample,inonelongconversation,

agroupagossipersdiscussthemakeupuseofafewwomenwhoarenotshowndirectlyinthe

play.Inanothercase,themenatCharles'shousesingasongaboutdifferentkindsofwomen,

remarkingonparticularaspectsoftheirphysicalappearancesandcharacters.

Family

MoralityinTheSchoolforScandalseemstobemostjudgedbythewayyoutreatyourfamily.

ThisthemeisshownthroughthecomparisonbetweenCharlesandJosephSurface,brothers

whobothseekinheritancefrom theirrichuncleSirOliverSurface.SirOlivergoestoeachin

disguise.HegoestoCharlesdisguisedasMr.Premium,amoneylender,andisappalledwhen

Charlesagreestosellthecollectionoftheirfamily'sportraits.Thisactrepresentshim

disregardinganddisrespectinghisfamilyandlineage.However,herefusestoselltheportraitof

SirOliver,andSirOlivercompletelyforgiveshim.SirOlivergoestoJoseph,whoisgenerally

regardedasthemoremoralandproperbrother,dressedasMr.Stanley,adestitutefamily

member.JosephisshowntolieandnothelpMr.Stanley,eventhoughSirOliverknowshehas

themoneytodoso.However,Charles,whoisdeeplyindebtandthoughttobeaselfishyoung

man,doessend100poundstoMr.Stanley.Weighingallofthis,SirOliverdecidesthatCharles

willbehisheir.Thisshowsthat,othermoralfailingsaside,SirOliverseestheloyaltyand



willingnesstosupportone'sfamilyasthemostworthytraitinaman.Itcanbesurmisedthat

Sheridanwantedtopromotethisvalue,especiallyincaseswhereitmightconflictwith

perceivedsocialpropriety.

Politics

Satires,likeTheSchoolforScandal,areinherentlypolitical.Whilefarcessimplyparodyaspects

ofsocietythroughexaggeration,humor,andirony,satiresdoallthiswhilepushingaparticular

messageaboutanaspectofsocietythattheauthorthinksneedstochangeorreceivemore

attentionandunderstanding.Inthisplay,thethemeofpoliticsintertwineswiththemoregeneral

themeofgossiporscandal.Itseemsthattherewerenotlawsinplaceatthetimetoprotect

individualsfrom falserumors,orslander,whichSheridanshowshasthepowertoruinpeople's

reputationsandcauseunrestinsocietyasawhole.Sheridanchallengesthisthroughthe

characterofSirPeter,especiallyindialoguewithLadySneerwell.LadyTeazlechallengeshim,

"Wouldyourestrainthefreedom ofspeech?"(p.53),andascenelaterhehasapreparedretort

whenthesubjectarisesagain,responding"if[parliament]weretoconsiderthesportingwith

reputationofasmuchimportanceaspoachingonmanors,andpassanactforthepreservation

offame,Ibelievemanywouldthankthem forthebill...inallcasesofslandercurrency,whenever

thedraweroftheliewasnottobefound,theinjuredpartiesshouldhavearighttocomeonany

oftheindorsers"(p.67-8).SirPeterbelievespunishmentshouldbewroughtbothontheoriginal

creatorsoftherumorandthosewhospreadthem,makingillegalmuchofwhatcausesthe

conflictsoftheplay.

PhysicalAppearance

Physicalappearancewasclearlyofgreatimportanceintheupperclassin18th-centuryEngland.

Thisisofparticularimportanceinthisplaysinceitisacomedyofmanners,meaningthatit

focusesonupper-classsocialcustoms,andsincedramaitselfasamedium focuseson

physicalappearancemorethangenresthatarepurelytextual.PhysicalappearanceinThe

SchoolforScandalintersectswiththethemeofgenderinthatthephysicalappearancesof

womenaremoreremarkeduponduetotheirlowerstatusinsociety.Forexample,thereisa

long,gossip-filledconversationbetweenmenandwomenalikeaboutthemakeuphabitsof

somewomenwhoarenotseenonstageintheplay(onewomaninparticulariscriticizedfor

usingmakeuponherfacebutnotblendingitwithherneck,creatinganeffectlikeanoldstatue

whoseheadhasbeenmendedbackontoitsbody(p.59)).Inanotherscene,agroupofmenat

Charles'shousesingasongaboutdifferentkindsofwomen,focusingparticularlyontheir

differentphysicalcharacteristicssuchashavinglightordarkskinandhavingorlackingdimples

(p.110).



Money

SinceTheSchoolforScandal,asacomedyofmanners,focusesonthelivesandflawsofupper-

classpeople,itisfittingthatmoneyorwealthisastrongthemeintheplay.Amajorquestionin

theplayiswhethercharactersandtheaudienceshouldbelieveCharlesorJosephtobethe

moremoraland/orworthybrother.Josephisshowntobewiseandproperbutstingywithhis

money,whileCharlesisfun-lovingandspendshimselfintodebtbutiswillingtogivemoneytoa

poorrelative,valuingfamilyoverhisownwealth.MoneyisalsothemainissuethatplaguesSir

PeterandLadyTeazle'smarriage,sinceshelikesto(andfeelstheneedto)spendmorelavishly

thanheapprovesof.Sheseemstodothistotrytostayinfashion,andthusingoodstanding,

withhighsociety.Sheridanthusshowshowmoneyplayedanimportantroleinsocialstanding,

oftentothepointofcausinginterpersonaldifficulties.


