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RAILWAYS AND MODERN INDIA

1.What were the chief means of transport in India before the introduction of Railways?

-- Before the introduction of Railways the chief means of transportation in India were dolis (palki) , cow
and bullock-carts, , horses, camels, elephants etc.
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2. When was the first Railway line started in British India and where?

-- In 1853 the first Railway line was started in British India from Mumbai to Thane.
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3. When was the first train steamed off in India?

-- The first train steamed off in India in the year 1853.
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4. Who was called the Father of Indian Railways?

-- Lord Dalhousie was called the Father of Indian Railways.
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5. Mention the two motives of British Government behind the introduction of railways in India?

-- The political condition and economic trend of the 19th century India induced the British to construct
railways all over India. Railways, it was believed, would assist the economic develpment of India and
provide both market for British goods and a source of raw materials. It would also be helpful in the
administration and protection of India by facilitating the movement of troops within the subcontinent.
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6. Name some of the Nationalist Leaders who opposed the construction of Railways in Colonial India.

—— DadaBhai Naouroji / G.V. Joshi / Ramesh Chandra Dutta / Gokhel and a few more who opposed the
construction of Railways in Colonial India
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7. Name any two Railway Companies which were established in India in the second half of 19" century.
-- Different Railway companies like Great Indian Peninsula Company, East India Railway Company,
Bombay-Baroda and Central India Railway Company, and the Bengal Nagpur Railway Company.

q| T *rera faoried oRce gifre 7' @F-@ N T @4

-- 38 30 @@ @A, (o5 RN oif e @@ @

1



8. Who was Ronald Macdonald Stephenson?

-- Ronald Macdonald Stephenson was the first Director of GIPR.
b | @RS MRCCArS o @& e

- @RI WFCCAT B ot GIPR @R 22w foraga

9. What was the full form of BB&CIl and BNR?

-- The full form of BB&Cl is Bombay-Baroda and Central India Railway Company and of BNR is Bengal
Nagpur Railway Company.
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10. In which year Rail Board was formed in British India and when was it re-constructed?

- In British India, the Rail Board was formed on 16" April 1853. It was re-constructed in 1922.
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11. In which year Railway line stared from Howrah to Hooghly?

-- The Railway line started from Howrah to Hooghly in the year 1853.
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12. Which Company constructed the Howrah to Raniganj Railway line for the first time?

-- East India Railway Company constructed the Howrah to Raniganj Railway line for the first time.
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13. Who was the first Director of GIPR Company?

-- Ronald Macdonald Stephenson was the first Director of GIPR Company.
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14. In which year The East India Railway Company was formed?
-~ The East India Railway Company was formed in the year 1845 (1°' June).
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15. What is BNR? When was it formed?

--- BNR stands for Bengal Nagpur Railway and was formed in1887.
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16. In which year the contract of The East India Railway Company was terminated?
-- The East India Railway Company’s contract was terminated in the year 1879 .
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17. What was Guarantee System?

-- The first stage of railway development in India was under the guarantee system. The earlist contracts
with guaranteed companies were those amongst the secretary of State for India and the East India and the
Great Indian Peninsula Railway Companies dated August 1849. The essence of the contracts was that the
shareholders were relieved of all risk and givin some expectation of profit over and above the guaranteed
interest, while full powers of supervision and the ultimate right of purchase were retained by the
government.
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18. What is the gauge and width of Broad Gauge railway line in India?

-- The Gauge of a railway track is defined as the clear minimum vertical distance between the inner faces
of the two rails i.e. the distance between the two tracks on any railway route is known as gauge.

-- The width of Broad Gauge railway line in India is 5’ 6”.
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19. Give an example of Broad Gauge and Meter-Gauge Railway lines of India.

-- Eastern Railway (as also South-Eastern Railway, Central Railway, Western Railway ) is an example of
Broad Gauge and Nilgiri Mountain Railway line ( as also Junagad-Delvada Railway in Gujrat, Mathura Jn. —
Vrindavan Railway in UP) is an example of Meter Gauge.
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20. Which station has all the three gauges- Broad, Meter and Narrow?

-- Siliguri station in West Bengal has all the three gauges- Broad, Meter and Narrow.
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21. What is Sleeper in Railway system? What is its functions?

-- Railway sleepers, also called railroad ties, railway ties or cross ties are an important railway component.
Generally, the rail sleeper is always laid between two rail tracks to keep the correct space of gauge. Eairlier
wooden sleepers were used but in recent times concrete sleepers are used widely.

-- The functions of Sleepers in railway works are (i) the primary function of a sleeper is to grip the rail to
gauge and to distribute the rail loads to ballast with acceptable induced pressure; (ii) The side function of a
sleeper include the avoidance of both longitudinal and lateral track movement.
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22. What is the full form of IRCA? When was it formed?

-- The full form of IRCA is Indian Railway Conference Association. It was formed in the year 1902.
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23. When was the Hardinge Bridge constructed ?

-- Hardinge Bridge is a steel railway bridge over river Padma at Pabna in western Bangladesh. It is named
after Lord Hardinge, the then Governor General of India (1911-1916) and was inaaugurated by Lord
Hardinge in March 1915.
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24. In which year was Acworth Committee formed?
--  Acworth Committee was formed in 1920.
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25. What do you understand by ‘Bengal Provincial Rail Company’?

-- ‘Bengal Provincial Rail Company’ was India’s first Swadeshi Rail company, formed by the Zamindars of
Hooghly District in the last decade of the 19" century.
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26. Name some of the Railways of Gujrat in the 19" century?

-- Some of the Railways of Gujrat in the 19" century were Bhavnagar State Railway, Gondal Railway,
Baroda State Railway, Jamnagar-Dwarka Railway, Junagarh State Railway and Morbi Railway.
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27. Name some Railways owned by the Princely States of India.

-- Gaekowad’s Baroda State Railway, Kutch State Railway, Mysore State Railway, Nizam State Railway.
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28. In which year was the Indian Railway Nationalized?
-- The Indian Railway was nationalized in 1950.
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29. In which year Ministry of Indian Railway was formed after Independence?

-- Following the Independence of India, the Railway Department was designated as Ministry of Railways
with effect from 29" August 1947.
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30. Who was the first Railway Minister of Independent India?

-- John Mathai was the first Railway Minister of Independent India.
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31. Mention the time period of taking over of the State Railways by the Government of India.

-- The time period of taking over of the State Railways by the Government of India was from 1949 to 1950
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32. After Independence, the Railway system of India was divided into how many Zones ?
-- The Railway system of India was divided into 6 (six) Zones after Independence.

O | FIRTOR 4 @A-GIZICE FOT (T Ol FqT A2

- FATOR ~F @-IIEE Y BT (2A) (W S FAl A |

33. In which city three zonal headquarters of Indian Railways are located?

-- Three zonal headquarters of Indian Railways are located in the city of Kolkata.
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34. Which Zone is the largest in Indian Railways?

-- Eastern Railway Zone is the largest in Indian Railways.
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35. When was the Eastern Railway formed in Independent India?

-- Eastern Railway was formed on 14thApril, 1952 by the amalgamation of the Bengal-Nagpur Railway
with the divisions of the East Railway.

oe | TR SRS 24 @St e @ e fFe zafee?

- T TS AF @S feferm v AR 383 «Wfed ffe zr@lEe @E-TrioE @eEd AN AE-@Eer e
qFFFCR T4 T

36. In India how many Railway Zones were formed in 19667
- Nine (9) Railway Zones were formed in 1966.
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37. In which year was the first Labour Union of Railways in India formed and what was it called?

-- The first Labour Union of Railways in India was formed in 1897and was known as “Amalgamated
Society of Railway Servants of India and Burma”.
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38. Where are the Rail Coach and Integral Coach factory units of Indian Railways situated?

-- The Rail Coach and Integral Coach factory units of Indian Railways are situated in Punjab and Karnataka
respectively.
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39. Why Burnpur and Chittaranjan in West Bengal are associated with the study of Railways and Modern
India ?

-- Burnpur and Chittaranjan in West Bengal are associated with the syudy of Railways and Modern India
because the ISW (Indian Standard Wagon) factory and CLW ( Chittaranjan Locomotive Works) are situated
in Burnpur and Chittaranjan respectively.
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40. In which year Darjeeling Himalayan Railway was stared?
-- The Darjeeling Himalayan Railway was started in 1881.
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41. What do you mean by British Jewel of the Orient?

-- The Kalka-Simla Railway line, constructed in 1906, due to its accessibility and popularity was touted as
an engineering feat and came to be known as the “British Jewel of the Orient”
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42. When was the first Electric Railway started in British India and where?

-- The first Electric Railway in British India started from Victoria Terminus to Kurla in Mumbai in 1925.
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43. In which year ‘Palace on Wheels’ train was inaugurated?

-- The Palace on Wheels train was inaugurated on 26th January ,1982.
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44. When was the Metro Railway (underground railway) started in India and where?
-- Metro Railway (underground railway) in India was first started in Kolkata in 1984.
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45. When was the Shatabdi express train introduced in India?
--  The Shatabdi express train in India was introduced in1988.
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46. The “Maitree Express” connected India with which country and from when?

-- The “Maitree Express” connected India with Bangladesh from 2008. A train had been run between
Kolkata and Dacca during British period. After 43 years of Independence the train has been started again in
2008.
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47. The “Samjhauta Express” connected India with which country and from when?
-- The “Samjhauta Express” connected India with Pakistan. According to Simla Agreement a train
introduced between Amritsar to Lahore from 22" July 1976.
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48. Through which states does the Konkan Railways of India run?

-- The Konkan Railway of India runs through the States of Maharashtra,Goa, Karnataka and Kerala.
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49. What is the full form of IRCTC and what are its basic activities?

--- The full form of IRCTC is Indian Railway Catering and Tourism Corporation . It is a subsidiary of the
Indian Railways and handles the catering, tourism and on-line ticketing operations.
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50. Name the railway station situated in the extreme south of India.

-- The railway station situated in the extreme south of India is Kannyakumari.
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51. What is the present name of Mumbai station, formerly known as Victoria Terminus?

-- The present name of Mumbai station, formerly known as Victoria Terminus (VT) is Chatrapathi Shivaji
Terminus (CST).
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52. Which is the last point Eastern Division of India Railway?

-- The last point of Eastern Division of India Railway is Tinsukia.
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53. On which Lake the longest railway bridge in India is located?

-- The longest railway bridge in India is located on Vembanad Lake.
@9 SRTSA (T (FTFA TR Ao FA-GTg NAFo?

-~  ORCSA (SFAIG (T &2t Tidon (F@-0Tg SAiFe |

54. Which is the largest railway junction in India?
-- Mathurais the largest railway junction in India.
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55. Which city is the headquarter of Konkan Railway? When was the Konkan Railway started?

-~ Navi Mumbai is the headquarter of Konkan Railway.

- The first passenger train which ran on Konkan Railway tracks was on 20th March 1993 between Udupi
and Mangalore. The Konkan Railway Corporation became opperational with effect from 26th January,1998.
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56. Which institutions were resposible for administration of and contribution to the Railway Networks?

-- The Ministry of Railway is a ministry in the Government of India, resposible for the Country’s rail
transport. The Indian Railway Traffic Service (IRTS) is a Group ‘A’ Central Civil Service cadre of the
Government of India. IRTS was constituted in 1889 and reconstituted in 1967. Formaerly known as Officers
of the Superior Revenue Establishment of the Traffic, Transportation and Commercial department of Indian
Railways. Now, on one hand, IRTS officers co-ordinate among various technical departments of Indian
Railways, while on the other hand, they form the public interface of the Indian Railways. Colloquially called
Traffic Officers, they are the primary facilitators of Railway services right from Planning of freight
movement, Passenger transport, Passenger amenities to Station Management and Infrastructure Planning.
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57. How many Zones were there in Indian Railways before 1966? Name them?

-- There were six zones in Indian Railways before 1966,namely,

(i) Southern Railway, 14th April 1951; (ii) Central Railway, 5th November 1951; (iii) Western Railway, 5th
november 1951; (iv) Nothern Railway 14th April1952; (v) Eastern Railway 14th April 1952; (vi) North
Eastern Railway 14th April 1952.

In 1955 the Eastern railway was divided into Eastern and South Eastern Zone. In 1958 the North Eastern
Railway was divided into the North East and North East Frontier Railways.
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58. Who wrote the book Train to Pakistan?
-- The book ‘Train to Pakistan’ was authored by Khuswant Singh. The book first published in 1956.
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59. Who wrote the book “ Rail: unish shataker bangali jeeban O sahitye”?

-- The book “ Rail: unish shataker bangali jeeban O sahitye”was authored by Dr Ramen Sar. It was first
published in July 2012.
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60. Who wrote the story ‘Peshawar Express’?

-- The story ‘Peshawar Express’ was written by Krishan Chander.
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61. Who was the author of ‘Development of Indian Railways’ and when was it first published?
-- N.Sanyal was the author of ‘Development of Indian Railways’ and it was published in 1930.
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62. Who was the author of ‘Railways in Modern India’ and when was it first published?

-- R.D. Tewari was the author of the book ‘Railways and Modern India’ and it was published in 1941.
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63. Who wrote the book “The Purveyors of DESTINY A Cultural Biography f the Indian Railways”?

-- Arup K Chatterjee wrote the book “The Purveyors of DESTINY A Cultural Biography of the Indian
Railways”. It was first published in the year 2017, New Delhi.
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64. Whose essays were compiled in the book ‘Third Class in Indian Railways’ and when was it published?
-- Essays of Mahatma Gandhi were compiled in the book ‘Third Class in Indian Railways’ and it was
published in the year 1917.
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65. Who wrote the poem ‘Kuli-Majur’?
-- Kazi Nazrul Islam was the author of the poem ‘Kuli Majur’.
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66. Name some Newspapers in which the news about Indian Railways were regularly published.

-- Sahachar / Indu Prakash / Hindu / Hindustani / Bombai Chronicals / The Marhatta / Amritbazar Patrika /
Hindustan Review and Kayastha Samachar / Indian Spectetor / Native Openion / Bombay Samachar /
Bengali / Naba Bivakar etc.
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67. Which river has the longest railway bridge located over it?
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-- River Brahmaputra in Assam has the longest railway bridge located over it. It is commonly known as
Bogibeel Railroad Bridge and is 4.94 km. long.
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68. Where is the National Rail Musum located?
-- The National Rail Musum is located in Delhi.
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69. What is the full form of AIRF? When it was formed?
-- AIRF stands for All India Railway men’s Federation. It was formed in the year 1925 with the affiliation of
the unions at Company level.
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70. What measures are taken by Indian Railways for ‘Differently Abled’ Persons?

--The Indian Railways have taken some measures for the ‘Differently Abled’ persons-such as (i) They can
travel on concessional rate of tickets; (ii) there are reserved seats and compartments for this category; (iii)
Ramp and special toilets are made for them in stations; (iv) Some other benefits are also available on
demand within the station premises.
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71. Mention the name of any two Bengali Motion Pictures on Indian Railways.
-- Two Bengali Motion Pictures on Indian Railways are Nayak and Soarkella.
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